My War Memories, 1914-1918
were assembled for the advance between Wreschen and Thorn. General von Conrad, with his soldierly insight, gave us all possible assistance.
The 8th Army had been weakened and could no longer fulfil the task of covering the eastern frontier of East Prussia. This army found operative support both in the newly-constructed positions between Lakes Spirding and Mauer and the fortified line of the river Angerapp. The army successively surrendered its very exhausted 25th R.C., of whose condition we learnt only later, and the ist R.C., with the ist and 36th Reserve Divisions. These troops were sent to Thorn, on their way to Wloclawek. The commander of the 8th Army, General Otto von Below, had now to husband his resources carefully, in order to be able to hold the positions which he might have to occupy in an emergency. It was essential, even though the performance of this task made exceptional demands on both commanders and men.
The Zastrow Corps received orders to hold fast at Soldau, for the existence of the 8th Army and the fate of East Prussia depended on it.
It would have been particularly useful if we could have strengthened this front. A strong advance from Mlawa towards the line of the Narew between Roshan and Pultusk would have been the most effective support for the operations on the left bank of the Vistula. But we had to limit our aims for the success of the flank attack on the left bank had to be assured. Otherwise our forces would merely have been dissipated. We did all that was possible in making Zastrow's Corps strong enough to constitute a certain threat to north Poland, and lead the enemy to believe, if only for a short time, that an offensive here was really intended. Strong Russian forces were concentrated north of Novo-Georgievsk. It was important for the battle on the left bank of the Vistula that they should be held there.
The Westernhagen Brigade and, later, a portion of the new main reserve, both from Thorn, were available for the forward movement up the right bank of the Vistula. We had thought of sending them up towards Plock, so as to convey a false impression in conjunction with Zastrow's Corps. Beyond Plock, it
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